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1. THE PREAMBLE 

 

PRIVIOUS YEARS MAINS QUESTIONS 

 What are the major commitments of the Constitution of Indian as incorporated in its preamble? 
(88/II/4a/20) 

 Why is Indian called a Republic? (88/II/8f(B)/3) 

 The Preamble to the Constitution is aimed to embody the fundamental values and the philosophy on 
which the Constitution is based. Elucidate. (97/I/3c/10) 

 What is the significance of a preamble to a constitution? Bring out the philosophy of the Indian polity 
as enshrined in the Preamble of the Indian Constitution. (04/I/6a/30) 

 Discuss each adjective attached to the word ‘Republic’ in the ‘Preamble’. Are they defendable in the 
present circumstances? (2016/12.5) 

PREAMBLE AND ITS SALIENT FEATURES: 

 The term ‘preamble’ refers to the introduction or preface to the Constitution. It contains the summary 
or essence of the Constitution. The Preamble to a written Constitution states the objects, which the 
Constitution seeks to establish. It also promotes and aids the legal interpretation of the Constitution, 
where the language is found to be ambiguous.  

 The Preamble to the Constitution of India is a brief introductory statement which reflects the hopes 
and aspirations of the people. The preamble can be referred to as the preface which highlights the 
entire Constitution. 

 The ideals behind the Preamble to India’s Constitution were laid down by Jawaharlal Nehru’s 
Objectives Resolution, adopted by the Constituent Assembly on January 22, 1947. 

THE PREAMBLE 

 WE, THE PEOPLE OF INDIA, having solemnly resolved to constitute India into a SOVEREIGN 

 SOCIALIST SECULAR DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC and to secure to all its citizens: 

 JUSTICE, social, economic, and political. 

 LIBERTY of thought, expression, belief, faith, and worship. 

 EQUALITY of status and of opportunity. 

 and to promote among them all 

 FRATERNITY assuring the dignity of the individual and the unity and integrity of the Nation. 

 IN OUR CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY this twenty-sixth day of November 1949, do HEREBY  

 ADOPT, ENACT AND GIVE TO OURSELVES THIS CONSTITUTION. 
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 Although not enforceable in court, the Preamble states the objectives of the Constitution, and acts as 
an aid during the interpretation of Articles when language 
is found ambiguous. 

 The Preamble indicates that the source of authority of 
the Constitution lies with the people of India.  

 It declares India to be a socialist, secular, secular, 
democratic and a republic nation. 

 It states its objectives to secure justice, liberty, equality 
to all citizens and promote fraternity to maintain unity 
and integrity of the nation. 

 It mentions the date (November 26, 1949) on which 
the constitution was adopted. 

 

IMPORTANT WORDS IN THE PREAMBLE: 

Sovereign: 

 The Preamble proclaims that India is a Sovereign State.  

 'Sovereign' means that India has its own independent authority, and it is not a dominion or dependent 
state of any other external power. 

 The Legislature of India has the powers to enact laws in the country subject to certain limitations 
imposed by the Constitution. 

Socialist: 

 India has adopted 'Democratic Socialism' which means achievement of socialist ends through 
democratic means. 

 It holds faith in a mixed economy where both private and public sectors co-exist side by side. 

 The term “Socialist” was added to the Preamble by the 42nd Constitutional Amendment in 1976. 

 Socialism means the achievement of socialist ends through democratic means. 

Secular: 

 The term secular in the Constitution of India means that all the religions in India get equal respect, 
protection, and support from the state.  

 Indian concept of Secularism is positive secularism as compared to negative secularism in the West 
(State is strictly divorced from religion).  

 The word 'Secular' was incorporated in the Preamble by the 42nd Constitutional Amendment in 1976. 

Democratic: 

The term Democratic indicates that the Constitution has established a form of government that gets its 
authority from the will of the people expressed in an election.  That means the supreme power lies with the 
people. 

 

 The 42nd Amendment to the 
Constitution – amended the Preamble 
and changed the following: 

 Description of India from "sovereign 
democratic republic" to a "sovereign, 
socialist secular democratic republic", 
Changed the words "unity of the 
nation" to "unity and integrity of the 
nation" 


